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SUB J : GOM STUNG BY TIME ARTICLE 

1. LATIN AMERICAN EDITION TIME MAGAZINE FOR SEPTEMBER 16 
RAN ARTICLE ON MEXICO ENTITLED "STATE OF SEMI SIEGE". 

ARTICLE FOCUSES UPON THEN UNRESOLVED (AND 

STILL NOT CONVINCINGLY EXPLAINED) ZUNO AND FIGUEROA KID- 
NAPPINGS. IT CONCLUDES (CORRECTLY. IN EMBASSY VIEW) THAT 
GUERRILLAS/TERRORISTS ARE "SO FAR NOT A REAL CASTRO-LIKE 
THREAT" TO GOM. ARTICLE CITES, HOWEVER, "PROFOUND 
DISCONTENT" SURFACING "FROM BENEATH PRI'S (GOVERNMENT 
PARTY) OUTDATED REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS", AND NOTES POPULA- 
TION PROBLEM AND UNEMPLOYMENT LEADING TO ILLEGAL EMIGRATION 
OF MANY WORKERS TO U.S. TIME GLOOMILY CONCLUDES: "NO ONE 
EXPECTS MUCH CHANGE BEFORE HIS (ECHEVERRIA'S ) TERM EXPIRES, 

IF THEN." 

2. IN FOLLOWING (SEPTEMBER 23) ISSUE OF TIME, ASSISTANT 

SECRETARY OF PRESIDENCY FAUSTO ZAPATA COMMENTED (IN FORUM SECTION) 
ON ARTICLE AS FOLLOWS: 

"MEXICO CONTINUES TO BE AN ISLAND OF STABILITY. AND NOT 
ONLY IN LATIN AMERICA. REGARD YOUR OWN CIRCUMSTANCES: IN 
ELEVEN YEARS, ONE PRESIDENT ASSASSINATED, COUNTLESS RIOTS, 
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THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE, THE HIGHEST OFFICIALS OF THE EXECU- 
TIVE BRANCH ON TRIAL, AND POLITICAL SCANDAL AS A WAY OF LIFE. 

THE ISLAND OF STABILITY' TO WHICH YOUR ARTICLE REFERS 
PREVAILS THROUGHOUT THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 

"IT IS AN OUTRAGEOUS LIE TO SAY THAT OUR COUNTRY IS IN 
A 'STATE OF SEMI-SIEGE,' ALTHOUGH TIME'S TENDENTIOUSNESS 
SHOULD NO LONGER SURPRISE US. 

"WE HAVE NO MORE OR FEWER PROBLEMS THAN THOSE OF ANY 
OTHER COUNTRY IN THE TURBULENT WORLD OF OUR TIMES, BUT WE 
DO HAVE A STABLE GOVERNMENT AND A FIRM PURPOSE: TO OVERCOME, 
BY DEMOCRATIC MEANS, THE OBSTACLES ARISING FROM EVERY PROCESS 
OF DEVELOPMENT." 

3. POLEMICAL REACTION OF GOM (IT IS ALMOST 
INCONCEIVABLE THAT ZAPATA'S REPLY WAS NOT CLEARED WITH 
ECHEVERRIA) REFLECTS SENSITIVITY OF REGIME TO CRITICISM, 
ESPECIALLY FROM US SOURCES, AND SUGGESTS TIME STRUCK 
UNCOMFORTABLY CLOSE TO HOME. 
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